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Important policy decision taken and Major achievements during the month:

1. Progress of Flagship Programmes:

Against the target of 1,50,000 Ayushman Bharat - Health & Wellness Centres (AB-
HWCs), 1,54,070 AB-HWCs have been operationalized till 31,.12.2022.

2. Legislative and Regulative measures:

2.1 National Institute of Biologicals (NIB) has reduced the testing fee for HIV-Ab, HCV-
Ab and HBsAg in-vitro immunodiagnostics kits (serology) for routine batch testing approx. by
60Yoi.e.Rs.31797l-fromPts.529961-(HIV-Ab);Rs.32673 fromRs.54455l- (HCV-Ab);Rs.
314751- from Rs. 524591- (HBsAg).

2.2 As mandated under the Section 7 of Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act
(COTPA), 2003 and Rules made under the Act viz. "The Cigarettes and other Tobacco

Products (Packaging and Labelling) Rules 2008", the 2008 Rules have been amended vide
Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products (Packaging and Labelling) Amendment Rules, 2022,

vide Notification GSR no. 592 (E) dated 21.07.2022. Now, the amended Rules effective from
01.12.2022 requiring two images of new specified health warnings to appear on the packages

of tobacco products, with an interregnum period of 12 months.

3. Miscellaneous

3.1 The Hon'ble Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi, addressed the nation on time
bound elimination of Kala-azar from the country, in 'Mann ki Baat' on 25thDecember, 2022.

3.2 National AIDS Control Organization (NACO) commemorated 'World AIDS Day'
2022 onthe theme of 'EQUALIZE' tfuotgh an even organized at Talkatora Indoor Stadium,

New Delhi on 01.12.2022.
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